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individuals at this time. Research into this area is burgeoning, nevertheless, and this
book,AutoimmunityandAutoimmuneDisease, addresses someofthe recent advances
in the field, many of which may lead to promising immunotherapy for many such
disorders.
The text is the result of a symposium held in London in 1986 and is volume 129 of
the Ciba Foundation Symposium series. This symposium volume consists of fifteen
presentations by a group ofwell-known immunologists, a compilation ofthe presenta-
tions offered and the discussions which followed. The discussions are, at times, even
more interesting than the presentations themselves and are of incredibly high quality.
The individual papers (and even the discussions) include extensive bibliographies, and
a complete index provides ready access to the wealth ofinformation offered.
While the text deals relatively little with direct clinical applications, its theoretical
approach offers a sense ofexcitement about what is presently occurring in the field and
the potential for further breakthroughs. Particularly fascinating are the discussions
centering on the generation of autoimmunity, which includes such topics as Wald-
mann's ineffective "secretary" hypothesis, the possibility of "aberrant" Class II
induction, the release of intracellular antigens, and failure of the immunoregulatory
network. Also interesting is the proposal by P.J. Lachmann that various forms of
autoimmunity can be linked to an immunodeficiency of various complement compo-
nents. Other chapters concern the generation oftolerance and the roleofcarbohydrate
components in eliciting autoantibodies.
On a more therapeutic note, the symposium considers the use ofmonoclonal anti-Ia
antibodies in treating various animal models of autoimmune disease. Potential ther-
apies such as specific immunoabsorption/depletion and idiotype manipulation (theo-
retically promising, but still unfeasible in human subjects) are also presented. All in
all, this book is an interesting and excellent collection of many of the theoretical
aspects of autoimmunity. While a reader may criticize the text for its lack of direct
clinical applicability, the volume conveys a sense ofthe excitement at what will surely
follow in this area of research. This book is heartily recommended for any who may
have an interest in the subject, although a basic understanding of the field of
autoimmune disease is helpful.
JOHN Ho
MedicalStudent
Yale University School ofMedicine
ANTIMICROBIAL THERAPY IN INFANTS AND CHILDREN. Edited by Gideon Koren,
Charles G. Prober, and Ronald Gold. New York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1988. 819 pp.
No price.
This book is the product of three editors and 39 chapter authors. In addition to
coverage of the major antimicrobial drug classes in separate chapters, there are
extensive reviews ofthegeneral principles ofantimicrobial therapy, including pharma-
cokinetics and principles and methodsofdrug measurement; coverageofspecific issues
in therapy, such as drug administration in infants and neonates and exposure of the
fetus to antimicrobials; and summary chapters on drugs of choice for specific
conditions and approach to adverse reactions. In all, there are 40 chapters, and these
include three chapters on antifungal agents, four on antiviral agents, and six on
antiparasitic drugs. Each of the chapters on specific antimicrobials or antimicrobial292 BOOK REVIEWS
classes contains detailed information on the history of development of the drug,
chemistry, mechanism of action, mechanism of resistance, spectrum and degree of
antimicrobial activity, pharmacology, toxicity and adverse effects, drug interactions,
drug monitoring (if necessary), and therapeutic indications. It is a strength of such a
multi-authored text that there is good and consistent chapter organization and
exhaustive references. Information is up to date, with references to 1986 and thorough
treatment of newer agents such as the DNA-Gyrase inhibitors and the newer
cephalosporins. On the other hand, certain agents that have not yet been approved for
use in children, such as azidothymidine (AZT), amdinocillin, imipenem, and ampicil-
lin/sulbactam, are not even mentioned. Thus the pediatric orientation ofthisvolume is
clear. It is different from more general antibiotic texts, such as Garrod, Lambert, and
O'Grady's Antibiotic and Chemotherapy, in reducing the scope to pediatrics but
providing much more in the way of approach to specifically pediatric drug issues. In
addition, this volume is not a substitute for a pediatric infectious diseases text such as
Textbook ofPediatric Infectious Diseases by Feigin and Cherry, in which antibiotics
are given relatively less space but diseases are treated comprehensively. Not only are
diseases approached from the narrow focus of drug treatment in the text by Koren,
Prober, and Gold, but recommendations for treatment by disease offer little more than
"handbook" lists of empiric treatment. Other limitations of this volume include the
15-page index, which is much lesscompletethan onewould expect from such a detailed
book. Trying to find information about the treatment of specific diseases from the
index is difficult; brain abscess, liver abscess, pharyngitis, and streptococcus, for
example, are not listed. The index could certainly use improvement for the second
edition.
This volume is an excellent resource for a limited audience. Coverage ofantimicro-
bial agents is appropriate for the serious student ofthese drugs, and its value would be
less for those with more general interests. It is probably not worth the investment for
the general pediatrician, whowould do better with a comprehensive infectious diseases
text. The specialist in adult infectious diseases would beunlikely to require this volume
of detail about antimicrobial drug use in children, although some of the general
chapters would beasacceptable as any in theadult-oriented texts. This bookis strongly
recommended for the personal libraries of pediatric infectious disease specialists and
especially for postdoctoral fellows in clinical pediatric infectious disease training. I
would recommend the book as a reasonable investment for the libraries of pediatric
training programs and for clinical pharmacies in teaching hospitals, for whom the book
would be used to provide definitive answers to specific questions regarding treatment
and could serve as a resourcefor a large number ofspecialists, each ofwhom would not
use it frequently. There is really no competition for this book, especially in the areas of
toxicity and clinical pharmacology in infants and children, and the editors should be
congratulated for recognizing the need.
ROBERT S. BALTIMORE
Departments ofPediatrics andEpidemiology andPublicHealth
Yale University School ofMedicine
ENDOSCOPIC LASER SURGERY HANDBOOK. Edited by Stanley M. Shapshay. New
York, Marcel Dekker, Inc., 1987. 501 pp. $125.00.
Endoscopic Laser Surgery Handbook is the tenth volume in a series on the science
and practice of surgery published by Marcel Dekker. The book is concerned with the